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1. This International Preliminary Examination Report established by the 
International Preliminary Examination Authority is served under the 
provision of Rule 57 (Art. 36 PCT). 

2. This International Preliminary Examination Report consists of 3 
pages in all. s 

[X] The annexes, namely, the amendments made during the International 
Preliminary Examination and/or the specification, claims and/or 
drawings including amendments made against the International 
Preliminary Examination Authority are attached to this International 
Preliminary Examination Report. 

This annex consists of 14 pages in all. 



3. This International Preliminary Examination Report contains following 
subjects . 



Basis of the International Preliminary Examination Report 
Priority right 

IE □ Omission of International Preliminary Examination Report regarding 
novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
emission of singleness of invention 

International Preliminary Examination Repot on novelty, inventive 
step or the industrial applicability and the literatures and 
explanation substantiating thereof. 
Sane kind of cited reference 
Informal international application 

International Preliminary Examination Report on international 
application 
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Receiving Date of Demand for 
International Preliminary Examination: 

25. 04. 2003 



Establishing Date of International 
Preliminary Report: 

12. 05. 2004 



Name and Address: 

Japanese Patent Office (IPEA/JP) 



Examiner of Patent Office 
(Authorized Officer): 



No. 4-3, Kasumigaseki 3-Chome, 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100 



International Prerniminary 
Examination Report 



International Application No 1 



T/JP03/02547 



I - Basis of the International Preliminary Examination Report 



. This International Preliminary Examination Report has been drawn on the basis 
of; 

□ the international application as originally filed, 

(3 the description, page s 1,6-8,11-15,17-21 ,a s originally filed. 

page s /f ild with the demand, 

page s 2, 2/j 3, 3/1, 4, 5, 9, 9/1, 10J6Tf iled with the letter of 

08. 12.2003 

5-15,20-24 ,as originally filed 



the claims, 



the drawings, 



pages 
pages" 
pages" 
pages" 



^as amended under Artile 19. 
, filed with the demand. 



sheets/Fig. 
sheets/Fig." 
sheets/Fig." 



1,2, 16, 17 ,filed with the letter of 

: 08 12 2003 

1/4-4/4 , as originally filed. 



fild with the demand, 
filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

pages: 3, 4 18, 19 

sheets of drawings /Figures No. 



3. □ This International Preliminary Examination Report has been established as 

if (sane of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box. Additional observations belcw. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



H .Priority 



1. □ This International Preliminary Examination Report has been established as 

if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 
prescribed time limit requested: 

□ Copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed 

2. □ This International Preliminary Examination Report has been established as 

if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has 
been found invalid. 

Thus for the purpose of this International Preliminary Examination, the 
international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International Application N<^^CT/JP03/02547 



V • Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or indusrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 



1 . STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) Claims 1 t 2, 5-1 7, 20-24 yes 

Claims NO 



Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1,2, 5-17, 20-24 YES 

ClaiiTis NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1 t 2, 5-17, 20-24 YES 

Claims NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 



Claims 1, 2, 5-17, 20-24 

The specific feature, in that plant fiber powder is mixed with plant binder powder, 
which is a mixture of starch powder and water soluble gummy matter powder, the 
mixture is mixed with water to form plant fiber molding material powder, and the plant 
fiber molding material powder is put into an injection molding machine or an extrusion 
molding machine to be molded is not disclosed in any of the documents pub lishedbefore 
the application date of the present application and cited in the international search 
report. 
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